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Build Consensus Through  
Democratic Governance 

Public participation in public power governance, including decisions on budgets, rates, facility siting,  

power supply, reliability and customer service, is a core public power attribute.  It also distinguishes 

public power from competitors.  Public involvement in policy decisions assures utility services are in 

tune with the needs of your customers and responsive to the values of your community.  Democratic 

governance fosters a stronger bond, and therefore greater loyalty, between public power utilities and 

their customers than that of private utilities.   Effective democratic governance depends on participation 

by committed and informed elected and appointed officials; adherence to governance processes that 

comply with the law and are responsive to changing market conditions; and assurance that public inter-

ests are heard and taken into account. 

 

In public power communities decisions on vital services that affect every home and business are made 

through local democratic processes.  This form of local governance takes place at the ballot box and by 

participation in city council and utility board meetings, public hearings, citizen advisory, committees,  

task forces and other public for- 

ums.  Public power governance 

structures take several forms: 

elected city councils, elected utility 

boards and appointed utility 

boards.  Their common trait is deci-

sion making in the open delib- 

erations by citizens who are directly 

accountable to customers. 

 

To assure effective governance, you 

must implement the following in 

your community. 

 

1. Inform the public: Use commu-

nity networks to educate citizens 

about the value of public power 

utility and how to participate in 

its governance. 

2. Educate policymakers: Provide 

sufficient orientation, informa-

tion and education to permit 

board and council members to 

perform their jobs competently.  

Particularly in communities 

with term limits, ready informa-

tion on roles, responsibilities, 

issues, the value of the utility, 

and utility performance will 

help new policymakers hit the 

ground running. 

3. Reconsider governance options: 

      It is important to keep govern- 

      ment in the sunshine, but it is  

      equally important to make deci- 

      sions quickly and act in a man- 

      ner that does not bring compet- 

      itive harm to your utility.     

 

 

Source: It’s Your Future...Lead It 

American Public Power Association       
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Washington Legislative Conference 
February 22-25, 2010 

Mayflower Hotel 
 

Tentative Agenda 
 
  

   
 

Monday, February 22 
  5:30 p.m. Welcoming Reception 
 
Tuesday, February 23 
  4:00 p.m.  Legislative Briefing 

 

Wednesday, February 24 
 7:30 a.m. APPA Leg. Breakfast 
 10:00 a.m. ECA Cong. Visits 
 7:00 p.m. ECA Dinner 
Thursday, February 25 
 10:00 a.m. ECA Cong. Visits 
Conclude by noon 

Room reservations for the Mayflower Hotel opened to registrants  November 1st.  Rooms fill very quickly, so 
plan early for your trip.  You may call the hotel directly at 202-347-3000.  The APPA room rate is $269 per night 
plus taxes.  When making the reservation, please request the APPA Legislative Conference rate.  The cut off 
date to receive the group rate is February 1, 2010.   
 
To attend any APPA functions, you must register directly with APPA in addition to Electric Cities.  You may 
visit their Web site at www.APPAnet.org for printable forms and more information.  ECA registration will be 
coming this month. 

MONTGOMERY LEGISLATIVE BRIEFING  

AND APPRECIATION RECEPTION 

FEBRUARY 2, 2010 

The Electric Cities of Alabama Appreciation  

Reception  for the Alabama Legislature, Consti- 

tutional Officers and the Judiciary is scheduled for 

February 2 in Montgomery. 

 

The Alabama Legislature will begin the 2010  

regular session on January 12. 

 

Electric Cities utility managers, mayors, city  

council and utility board members are invited and  

encouraged to attend this event. 

 

Schedule of Events 

 

2:00    Board of Directors Meeting 

4:00      Legislative Briefing 

5:30-7:00  Legislative Appreciation Reception 

Hotel Accommodations 

 

A block of rooms has been reserved at the Renai- 

ssance Montgomery Hotel and Spa for the evening 

of February 2.  To reserve a room in this block, 

please call the hotel directly at 877-545-0311. 

Reservation deadline is January 3rd.  Please be 

sure to mention you are with the Electric Cities of 

AL.  The group convention code is ecaecaa.   

 

A direct link is available on our Web site  

www.electriccities.org . 

 

Please make every effort to participate in the  

activities as we communicate with members of the  

Alabama Legislature.  ECA registration forms will 

be mailed in mid December to all board members. 
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Thank You 2009 Associate Members 
Electric Cities of Alabama would like to thank our Associate Members for their past support 

of our association this year.  We look forward to working with you again in 2010! 

Corporate Members 

 

Allen & Hoshall 

Asplundh 

Atwell and Gent, P.A. 

C.H. Guernsey & Company 

Central Service Association 

CMI Services 

dataVoice 

Four Star Freightliner 

Goodwyn Mills & Cawood 

Gresco Utility Supply 

Jackson Thornton Utilities 

Milsoft Utility  

Nationwide Utility Poles & Supply 

Osmose Utilities Services, Inc. 

Petty Line Construction Co. 

Pro Core Solutions 

Service Electric Co. 

Solomon Corporation 

Terex Utilities 

Utility Power, Inc. 

Utility Support Systems 

Whitehead & Associates 

3-GIS 

4-Way Electric, Inc. 

 

 

Individual Members 

 

Altec Industries– Jay Hale 

AQ2 Technologies– Stuart Smith 

Beck Associates– John Beck 

Brasfield Sales– Ted Brasfield 

Chas. W. Ashby Co.– Fred Holladay 

Custom Engineering Sol.– Frank Noori 

East Bay Electric– Mike Crim 

Florida Transformer– Ron Shaw 

The Frazer Lanier Co.– Robert Young 

Futura Systems– Adam Dinges 

Harper Electric Const.– Richard Harper 

JM Test Systems– Charles Loewenthal 

Kellis Vegetation– Zack Kellis 

Naturchem, Inc.– John Edwards 

The Okonite Co.– Sam Mooney 

Skyline Electric Co.– Doug Costley 

SE Reprographics– Tommy Maloney 

Stewart Engineering, Inc.– J.H. Stewart 

Stuart C. Irby Co.– Bill Roberts 

Tri State Utility Products– Steve Hafner 

United Power Services– O.C. Paynter 

Utility Equipment Service– Todd Blocker 

 

THANK YOU FOR A GREAT YEAR! 

 

Wishing you  

 

a Merry  

 

Christmas 

 

and a  

Happy  

 

New Year 

 

From 

 

Electric Cities 



 

P.O. Box 1550 

Montgomery, AL  36102-1550 

 

804 South Perry St., Suite 200 

Montgomery, AL  36104 

Phone: 334-954-3221 

Fax: 334-954-3223 

www.electriccities.org 

THE MONTHLY INFORMATION SOURCE 

OF THE ELECTRIC CITIES OF ALABAMA 

 THE ELECTRIC CITIES OF ALABAMA IS A  

COALITION OF THE STATE’S MUNICIPALLY OWNED AND OPERATED ELECTRIC  

SYSTEMS.  ALABAMA’S ELECTRIC CITIES SERVE APPROXIMATELY ONE MILLION  

CONSUMERS IN 36 CITIES THROUGHOUT ALABAMA. 

 

EDITOR:  JENNIFER HANCOCK JHANCOCK@ELECTRICCITIES.ORG 

               CCC A L E N D A RA L E N D A RA L E N D A R    
                     200920092009---201020102010   

 

 December 11, 2009 
 Board of Directors Meeting &  
 Holiday Luncheon 

 The Wynfrey Hotel 

 Birmingham, AL 
 

 February 2, 2010  
     Board of Directors Meeting and  

 Montgomery Legislative Briefing &

 Appreciation Reception 
 RSA Plaza Terrace 

 Montgomery, AL 

 

February 22-25, 2010 
 Washington Legislative Conference 
 (In conjunction with APPA Rally) 

 The Mayflower Hotel 

 Washington, DC 
 

  

 July 19-21, 2010 
 Annual Meeting 

 Perdido Beach Resort 

 Orange Beach, AL 
 

 July 21, 2010 
 Annual Business Meeting 

 Perdido Beach Resort 

 Orange Beach, AL 
 

September 8-10, 2010 
Engineering & Operations Conference 

Marriott Grandview Hotel 

Birmingham, AL  
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Uniting  

Alabama’s  

Electric 

Cities 

 Beginning in the January 2010 
newsletter, the ECA Associate 
Member Spotlight will begin! 
There is one opening left for the  
December 2010 edition.  For  
more information, please email 
jhancock@electriccities.org or you 
may call the office at  334-954-3221.   
 
 
January Spotlight: Central Service Assoc. 
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